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An International Conference
On Ancient Indian Knowledge Systems: Natural Sciences Cognitive
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(Research Methodology)

Resource Person

e Mr. Avinash Khanna (Former Vice President of the Bhartiya Janta Party)
Professor Rajeev Ahooja from IIT Ropar)
Dr RP Tiwari, (Vice Chancellor, Central University Bathinda)
Professor Raj Kumar (Vice Chancellor, Chandigarh University
Professor Ashish Pandey from IIT Mumbai
Professor Divender Singh (Punjab State Coordinator of Bharatiya Shikshan Mandal).

Three Days Conference dedicated to the Ancient Indian Knowledge System was organized with
melodious waves of Vedic sound by Department of Social Sciences, S.S.M. College Dinanagar, in
Collaboration with Bharatiya Shikshan Mandal on 21 August, 2021. Total 300 members participate

in the conference.

Chief Guests in the conference were- Avinash Khanna (Former Vice president of the Bhartiya Janta
Party), Professor Rajeev Ahooja (IIT Ropar), Dr RP Tiwari, Vice Chancellor of Central University
Bathinda), Dr. Bharat Bhushan, Professor Rajkumar (Vice Chancellor of Chandigarh University),
Professor Ashish Pandey (IIT Mumbai), Professor Divender Singh (Punjab State coordinator of
Bharatiya Shikshan Mandal).

In the beginning of the conference the Principal of the college Dr. R.K. Tuli thanked and welcomed the
chief guests for joining. After that the Principal Sir described the education system based on ancient Indian
culture. He described, how the Gurukul learning nurtured the students through deep levels of determination,
focus and concentration and how Guru/ the teacher serve his role as a teacher, mentor, parent and a role
model for the child. He emphasized that the Nation needs well qualified, trained manpower who would be the
future leaders with good qualities such as faith in values, self- esteem, national identity, perseverance etc. that
got eliminated in the process of the modern education. He further suggested, “In order to re- establish the
ancient glory, Indian knowledge and tradition need to be reinstated and re-established in the modern

educational system”.




Keynote Address by Prof. RP Tiwari, Vice Chancellor of Central University, Bathinda.

Summary: “Indian ancient education system is the best heritage of the world.”

Need for imparting ancient values into today’s education system has been recognized, mainly
because there are many lacunae that are not addressed by the modern education system. Holistic
development of personality is what is being desired for and not mere development of certain

specialized skills.

In ancient times, the qualification (leadership quality of students (adhikaritva) was considered while
imparting education, which has become not so easy to practice in today’s secular educational scenario. This
has its own merits anddemerits. Similarly, teachers of ancient times had certain inherent characteristics
(shtrotriyam, brahmanistha), that gave them the power to infuse knowledge, not only of worldly nature but
also of the highest spiritual knowledge. What do these qualities of a teacher get translated to, in today’s
world? The Ambiance In which a student and a teacher interact has changed tremendously, and the focus is
more on student-centric Methods to develop the best skills in a student. However, the purview of the training

and it’s a big challenge as to how to revive this.

There is a need to assimilate the best of the modern education system and try to supplement with
the ancient wisdom for the best results. Yoga is one such tool which can be used as a bridging
between ancient and modern value system because it primarily deals with culturing body and
mind. The modern education system values these both prospects.

In his closing remarks, he mentioned the objectives of the conference and the need for including
some unified, standardized practices from our ancient system specifically for the physical, mental
and spiritual well-being of school children. He requested participants to focus specifically on the
issues of students and recommend a hybrid implementable and actionable model which would be
studied in detail through the multi- organization collaborations. He concluded by saying that the
outcome of such a study should lead to recommendations to MHRD, for implementation in the

academic institutes.

Keynote Address by Avinash Khanna (Former Vice president of BJP)

Summary; Education is the process of learning or the acquisition of knowledge, skills, values,
beliefs and habits that shape a child into a good human being. Present-day education is focused
mostly on the intellectual growth of children side-lining their holistic development and physical,

mental and spiritual well-being.




Modern education does not emphasize the ancient notion of education “Sa Vidya yavimuktaye”—
means education is that which leads to liberation — freeing from life bondages. India has a rich
heritage of knowledge system that was practiced from our ancient times which is for the overall
development of children, including intellectual and spiritual growth.

In order to understand the best practices to be incorporated from our ancient knowledge systems
into modern education, it is very important to understand how education has been transitioned
from ancient to modern times. We should make efforts to highlight the important landmarks in
the history of education in India from ancient to contemporary times. This would be helpful in

identifying the best practices from our knowledge system that can be blended with modern

education for the overall development of our future citizens.
Keynote Address by Prof. Ashish Pandey (IIT Mumbai)

Summary: Our traditional knowledge system is oriented for = Panchakosha  Vikasam
(development of Annamaya, Pranamaya, Manomaya, Vijnanamaya and Anandamaya kosam).
Development of Anandamaya kosam, leading to total happiness or bliss that could easily  be
achieved through spirituality. He suggested various ways through which these five koshas can be
strengthened in children.

As against the common notion, spirituality is not the opposite of physical or material things but
encompasses everything in this universe. It gives an experience of inter-connectedness or rather
oneness with the cosmos.

This realization melts away our ego and arouses the emotion “Athmano Mokshardham Jagath
Hithaya” and improves the Seva Bhavam (Service mentality) in the individuals. Normally, Mind
creates and re-creates within a framework. Spirituality leads to the liberation from that
framework. The compatible becomes compatible. This universe exists on both physical and
spiritual laws. While physical laws were taught, spiritual laws were overlooked. Children, who
are the future citizens of the country, should also be aware of those spiritual laws for their eternal
happiness to shape their lives and the impact of the violation of these laws. Once they understand
the moral values, such as honesty, sincerity, sacrifice; good words, thoughts, acts and deeds etc.,
automatically the divine consciousness will increase in the individuals. It shows how we can
help our children to manifest the perfection in them to make this earth a better place to live in.

“Loka Samastha Sukhino Bhavanthu™




Vote of Thanks

Prof. Parbodh Grover delivered the vote of thanks. While thanking the guests for participating in
the meeting, he pointed out the need for time tested strategies to be provided to the new
generation of school and college children particularly and society at large for the highest
wellbeing and harmony. He applauded the glory of Indian ancient education system that aimed at
both grooming the students for the future as well as to become a good human being. He also

thanked the participants.
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valuable texts. In the Vedic era, India witnessed astomishing growth of
different streams of knowledze and sciences. But due to kaalchakra the
Science and other developed streams of knowledges were lost mto the
obhvion.

This conference is an effort in which the Indians as well as intellectuals
around the world will participate in serious discussion and deliberations on the
relevance of Vedic knowledge.

The Subthemes of the conference are as:

Cognitive sciences in Vedas
Vedas and part of World knowledge system
Social Sciences in Vedas
Artificial languages in Vedas
Understanding Vedas in modem world
Understanding of Vedas outside India
Relevance of Vedic knowledge in contemporary life
Vedas as great literature
Deep philosophy in Vedas

. Astronomy in Vedas

. Natural sciences in Vedas

. Statecraft in Vedas

. Mathematics in Vedas

Medicinal science in Vedas
. Religious nituals in Vedas
16. Language Sciences in Vedas
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= Prof Raghavendra P. Tiwan. Vice Chancellor Central University.
Punjab
Prof. Rajeev Almja. Director. IIT Ropar
Prof. Jagat Bbushan Nadda. Honourable Director. CEC. New Delhi
Prof. Bhushan Patwardhan. Chairman of ICCSR.

Professor Raj Kumar, Vice Chancellor, Panjab University,
Chandigarh

Prof J. P. Pachauri, Vice Chancellor, Himalayiya University.
Uttrakahand

Prof H K. Sharma Director, NIT Agartala

Prof T. V. Kattimani Vice-Chancellor, Central Tribal Umversity of
Andhra Pradesh
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About the Conference

When his first atomic explosion in 1945 succeeded, Robert Oppenheimer
famously quoted the Bhagawadgita verse (XI.12) refemng to the
simultaneous nse of thousand Suns in the sky (divi siryasahasrasya yugpat
utthitd). And when this keen student of Sansknit literature was once asked
by a sentor Indian diplomat about what made him interested in this rich
textual tradifion, he is reported to have answered: “Your ancestors asked
the nght questions, which we scientists are still struggling with’.

For the evolution of natural sciences, the first and foremost requirement
1s “technical language™ or what is also known as “artificial language™ and
the artificial metalanguage of the Sansknt grammar composed by the
Indian lingwist Pammi. Pamim's grammar is the first embodiment of a
science of language that 1s different from the mathematical sciences that
are associated with artificial languages in the Euro-Amencas; and was,
furthermore, not composed in Europe. Hence artificial or formal languages
exist across sciences and civilizations.

Speculations on language m the India started wath the Rigveda (1700-
1000 BCE). It emphasized apart from generosity two features of language:
its power and its limitations. The power of language 1s exemplified by
brahman (with the accent on the first a) and vac. The first word may be
translated as “sublime speech.” Both terms are often translated into written
English as “Word.” with a capital “W.”.

Along with natural sciences Vedas are a nch source of Cognitive
sciences as well, as the Advaita Vedantins consider knowledge primanly
to be formless (nikakara), universal objectless (mrvisaya). ownerless
(nirasTaya) and determination-less (mrvisesa). They accept the reality of
pure consciousness, which is eternal in nature and thus not different from
the Self However, this is not conceivable in the system of Nyaya
philosophy. The naryayikas think that the knowledge 1s a quality of the Self
and thus it is self-owned (itmasraya). It is object-dependent (savisayaka)
and object-determinant (savisesa). Knowledge 1s produced by its causal
mechanism (praméana) and thus it is janya (a product) (unlike “eternality’
in the Advaita system). The Nyaya system goes on to describe the causal
mechamsm and 1ts operation in detail for the generation of cogmition. It
also gives a detailed structural representation of cognitive events.

Mathematics, Naya, Social Studies all are found in abundance in Ancient
Indian knowledge systems hke Veda, Vedanta, Upamishads, and many other
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